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Explorers and traders have sailed across the world in all kinds of ships. From the ancient trading
boats, which relied on muscle and wind power, to the invention of the steamship, ship-building
techniques and ways of navigating have changed dramatically. As boats became faster and better,
explorer were able to journey farther. They discovered new lands and peoples, and opened up
new trading routes. Slowly, the map of the world began to grow as land and sea borders were

defined and claimed by different countries.
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